
Visit colleges if possible.

Research scholarships and financial aid 
options.

Create a list of potential colleges to apply to.

Take the SAT/ACT exams.

Gather all necessary application materials.

Review scholarship deadlines and requirements.

Continue refining your college list.

Take the PSAT/NMSQT (usually in October).

Register for SAT/ACT tests (if not taken in 
sophomore year).

Request letters of recommendation from 
teachers.

Start drafting your college essay.

Attend college fairs and informational 
sessions.

Explore financial aid resources and 
familiarize yourself with the FAFSA 
application.

Review your PSAT/NMSQT scores and 
consider further SAT/ACT prep.

Visit colleges and attend admissions events.

Narrow down your college choices.

Finalize your college essay and application 
materials.

Complete the FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid).
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COLLEGE PREP AND 
PLANNING TIMELINE
A structured college prep timeline ensures a smooth transition from high school to college. Follow 
the steps for your grade level to stay on track, from exploring colleges and preparing for tests to 
completing applications and securing financial aid. Stay organized, meet deadlines, and set your-
self up for a successful college journey.
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