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CHOOSE THE RIGHT SCHOOL

COST CONSIDERATIONS

MAJOR DECISIONS

PUT REPUTATION ASIDE

APPLY TO COLLEGE

When narrowing down your college options, focus on what each school offers 
rather than what they lack. Consider factors important to you, such as programs, 
campus culture, and location. Estimate your potential financial aid and student 

If you’re worried about student debt, starting at a community college can be a cost-effective 
option. It saves money and reduces student loan debt. If community college isn’t for you, 
consider state schools, which are often less expensive. Staying in-state also makes you 
eligible for state-specific scholarships.

Whether you know your intended major or are still deciding, consider taking classes outside 
your field of study. Gaining knowledge in various subjects makes you a more versatile and 
marketable job candidate.

While having a dream school is common, ensure you have a list of backup schools. Focus 
on what matters to you, not just a school’s reputation. Prioritize applications based on 
your criteria, not the opinions of others.

Once you’ve narrowed down your choices based on factors like cost, location, and 
programs, start filling out college applications. Simultaneously, begin searching and 
applying for scholarships and grants to help fund your education.


