12th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST
Basic Requirements: Students are assigned to read ONE book from the list. All chosen books will be assessed
during the first quarter of school. The summer reading log found at the end of the list is due during the first
week of school.
BOOK LIST –
1. Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen (Fiction)

"Marianne Dashwood wears her heart on her sleeve, and when she falls in love with the
dashing but unsuitable John Willoughby she ignores her sister Elinor's warning that her
impulsive behaviour leaves her open to gossip and innuendo. Meanwhile Elinor, always
sensitive to social convention, is struggling to conceal her own romantic disappointment,
even from those closest to her. Through their parallel experience of love—and its
threatened loss—the sisters learn that sense must mix with sensibility if they are to find
personal happiness in a society where status and money govern the rules of love."

2. The Time Machine by H.G. Wells (Fiction)
“'I’ve had a most amazing time....'
So begins the Time Traveller’s astonishing firsthand account of his journey 800,000 years
beyond his own era—and the story that launched H.G. Wells’s successful career and
earned him his reputation as the father of science fiction. With a speculative leap that still
fires the imagination, Wells sends his brave explorer to face a future burdened with our
greatest hopes...and our darkest fears. A pull of the Time Machine’s lever propels him to
the age of a slowly dying Earth. There he discovers two bizarre races—the ethereal Eloi
and the subterranean Morlocks—who not only symbolize the duality of human nature, but
offer a terrifying portrait of the men of tomorrow as well." For more details, visit
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2493.The_Time_Machine.
3. To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf (Fiction)
"The serene and maternal Mrs. Ramsay, the tragic yet absurd Mr. Ramsay, and their
children and assorted guests are on holiday on the Isle of Skye. From the seemingly trivial
postponement of a visit to a nearby lighthouse, Woolf constructs a remarkable, moving
examination of the complex tensions and allegiances of family life and the conflict
between men and women. As time winds its way through their lives, the Ramsays face,
alone and simultaneously, the greatest of human challenges and its greatest triumph—the
human capacity for change." For more details, visit
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/59716.To_the_Lighthouse.

4. Till We Have Faces by C.S. Lewis (Fiction)
"In this timeless tale of two mortal princesses- one beautiful and one unattractive- C.S.
Lewis reworks the classical myth of Cupid and Psyche into an enduring piece of
contemporary fiction. This is the story of Orual, Psyche's embittered and ugly older sister,
who possessively and harmfully loves Psyche. Much to Orual's frustration, Psyche is
loved by Cupid, the god of love himself, setting the troubled Orual on a path of moral
development. Set against the backdrop of Glome, a barbaric, pre-Christian world, the
struggles between sacred and profane love are illuminated as Orual learns that we cannot
understand the intent of the gods 'till we have faces' and sincerity in our souls and selves."
For more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show
/17343.Till_We_Have_Faces.

5. Middlemarch by George Eliot (Fiction)

"Taking place in the years leading up to the First Reform Bill of 1832, Middlemarch explores
nearly every subject of concern to modern life: art, religion, science, politics, self, society,
human relationships. Among her characters are some of the most remarkable portraits in
English literature: Dorothea Brooke, the heroine, idealistic but naive; Rosamond Vincy,
beautiful and egoistic: Edward Casaubon, the dry-as-dust scholar: Tertius Lydgate, the
brilliant but morally-flawed physician: the passionate artist Will Ladislaw: and Fred Vincey
and Mary Garth, childhood sweethearts whose charming courtship is one of the many
humorous elements in the novel's rich comic vein." For more details, visit

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19089.Middlemarch.

6. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (Fiction)

"'In what may be Dickens's best novel, humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the dirty
work of the forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman — and one day, under
sudden and enigmatic circumstances, he finds himself in possession of 'great expectations.'
In this gripping tale of crime and guilt, revenge and reward, the compelling characters
include Magwitch, the fearful and fearsome convict; Estella, whose beauty is excelled
only by her haughtiness; and the embittered Miss Havisham, an eccentric jilted bride."
For more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2623.Great_Expectations.

7. Jane Ayre by Charlotte Bronte (Fiction)

"Orphaned as a child, Jane has felt an outcast her whole young life. Her courage is tested
once again when she arrives at Thornfield Hall, where she has been hired by the brooding,
proud Edward Rochester to care for his ward Adèle. Jane finds herself drawn to his
troubled yet kind spirit. She falls in love. Hard. But there is a terrifying secret inside the
gloomy, forbidding Thornfield Hall. Is Rochester hiding from Jane? Will Jane be left
heartbroken and exiled once again?" For more details, visit
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10210.Jane_Eyre.

8. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (Fiction)

"More than two million copies of Things Fall Apart have been sold in the United States
since it was first published here in 1959. Worldwide, there are eight million copies in print
in fifty different languages. This is Chinua Achebe's masterpiece and it is often compared
to the great Greek tragedies, and currently sells more than one hundred thousand copies a
year in the United States. A simple story of a "strong man" whose life is dominated by
fear and anger, Things Fall Apart is written with remarkable economy and subtle irony.
Uniquely and richly African, at the same time it reveals Achebe's keen awareness of the
human qualities common to men of all times and places." For more details, visit
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37781.Things_Fall_Apart.

6. Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie (Fiction)

"Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious train
is surprisingly full for the time of the year, but by the morning it is one passenger fewer.
An American tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door locked
from the inside. Isolated and with a killer in their midst, detective Hercule Poirot must
identify the murderer—in case he or she decides to strike again." For more details, please
visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/853510.Murder_on_the_Orient_Express.

12th GRADE STUDENT READING LOG
The Summer Reading Log will be due the FIRST WEEK of school.
Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Grade for school year 2021 - 2022 ___________________________________________________________
Students must have read the original, unabridged version of each book completely.
Please list below the book (s) you read for the Summer Reading 2021 Session.
I. Book One - Required for ALL students
Book title __________________________________________
Author _____________________________________________
Number of pages read _________out of ________________pages
Student signature _____________________________________
Parent signature ______________________________________

