
10th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST 
  
Basic Requirements:  Students in standard classes must read ONE book from the list.  Students in honors 
classes must read TWO books from the list.  All books will be assessed during the first quarter of school.  The 
summer reading log found at the end of the list is due during the first week of school. 
  
BOOK LIST –  
 
1.  The Count of Monte Cristo by: Alexander Dumas (fiction) 

 
A classic tale of love and revenge, The Count of Monte Cristo is a favorite with students.  
The story is of a young man named Edmund Dantes who is betrayed by his friends and 
sent to a prison fortress where escape is considered impossible.  Through a series of 
events, Edmund manages to escape the prison.  He then sets about to take revenge on each 
of those who betrayed him.  This exciting tale is filled with intrigue, vivid characters, love, 
and wonderful fight scenes. All of these come into play as The Count of Monte Cristo, the 
identity Dantes assumes after he escapes prison and inherits a vast fortune, systematically 
destroys those responsible for his imprisonment. 
Due to the length of this book, the abridged version may be read. 
As you read this book – Note the sequence of events as Edmund Dantes takes revenge on 
those he holds responsible for his imprisonment. 

 
2.  The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde (drama) 

 
 
This fast-paced comedy tells the story of Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff, two 
friends who concoct elaborate deceptions to woo the women they love.  As the lies—and 
their ensuing complications—mount, the absurdity of upper-class etiquette becomes 
apparent.   
 
As you read this book- Note the sequence of events the main characters are involved in 
and how they eventually solve their dilemmas. 
 
 
 

 
3. In His Steps by: Charles Sheldon  (inspirational fiction) 
 

 
Although this is a fiction book, it will really challenge you.  The purpose of this book is to 
make you examine how close your priorities are to those of Jesus Christ. The characters in 
this book make a commitment in every situation to ask, “What would Jesus do?”  By 
asking this question, the characters are forced to examine their choices and decisions on 
the basis of what really matters.  This book compels the reader to personally evaluate his 
or her own life and decide how each of us represents Jesus Christ in this world.   
 
As you read this book – Make a note of several Christian principles that are illustrated in 
this book.  Be able to use specific incidents from the book to illustrate each principle.  Be 
sure to keep track of the page numbers where you found your information. 

 
 



4.  Quiet Strength: The Principles, Practices, and Priorities of Winning by: Tony Dungy (autobiography) 
 

Tony Dungy is a well-known NFL coach who led his team to a victory in the Super Bowl.  
Despite this success, Tony Dungy considers his relationship with Jesus Christ the most 
important thing in his life.  In this book, Tony reveals how the Lord has upheld him 
through personal tragedy.  He also discusses how proper priorities are necessary for being 
a winner.  Even though the book centers on coaching and football, there is still the 
message of the importance of living for Christ wherever we are. 
As you read this book – Make a list of the character traits that make Tony Dungy a strong 
Christian.  Be able to explain each character trait and give page numbers to show where 
you found your ideas. 
 

5.  The Hiding Place by: George Eliot (nonfiction) 
 
At one time, Corrie ten Boom would have laughed at the idea that there would ever be a story 
to tell. For the first fifty years of her life, nothing at all out of the ordinary had ever happened 
to her. She was an old-maid watchmaker living contentedly with her spinster sister and their 
elderly father in the tiny Dutch house over their shop. Their uneventful days, as regulated as 
their own watches, revolved around their abiding love for one another. However, with the 
Nazi invasion and occupation of Holland, that all changed.  Eventually, she and her family 
members would become leaders in the Dutch Underground, hiding Jewish people in their 
home in a specially built room and aiding their escape from the Nazis. For their help, all but 
Corrie found death in a concentration camp. 
As you read this book – Note the sequence of events that take place after the Nazi 
invasion and how Corrie ten Boom courageously sacrifices all that she must in order to 
help the plight of the Jewish people. 
 

6.  Red Badge of Courage by: Stephen Crane (fiction) 
 
Henry Fleming has joined the Union army because of his romantic ideas of military life, but 
soon finds himself in the middle of a battle against a regiment of Confederate soldiers. 
Terrified, Henry deserts his comrades. Upon returning to his regiment, he struggles with his 
shame as he tries to redeem himself and prove his courage. 
 
As you read this book – Examine the changes that take place in the life of the main 
character, Henry Fleming, after he returns to fight.   
 
 
 
 

7.  I am Malala by: Malala Yousafzai (autobiography) 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education.  On Tuesday, 
October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in 
the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her 
to survive.  I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of 
the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and 
encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce 
love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. 
As you read this book – Note the sequence of events that take place following Malala's 
miraculous recovery and extraordinary journey to the halls of the United Nations as she 
fought for the importance of female education in Pakistan. 
 
 



7.  War of the Worlds by: H.G. Wells (science fiction) 
 
 
When an army of invading Martians lands in England, panic and terror seize the 
population. As the aliens traverse the country in huge three-legged machines, incinerating 
all in their path with a heat ray and spreading noxious toxic gases, the people of the Earth 
must come to terms with the prospect of the end of human civilization and the beginning of 
Martian rule. 
 
As you read this book – Observe the change of people when the Martians first land on 
Earth to when the inhabitants realize the imminent threat posed by the invaders. 
 
 

8.  Kisses for Katie by: Katie Davis Majors (autobiography) 
 
Filled with love and self-sacrifice, Kisses from Katie is the memoir of an all-American 
teenage girl who suddenly yearns for a purpose in life, bigger than herself, and makes a 
drastic move. She left over Christmas break of her senior year for a short mission trip to 
Uganda, and her life was turned completely inside out. She found herself so moved by 
the people of Uganda and the needs she saw that she knew her calling was to return and 
care for them. Katie, a charismatic and articulate young woman, adopted thirteen 
children in Uganda and has established a ministry, Amazima, that feeds and sends 
hundreds more to school while teaching them the Word of God. 
As you read this book – Examine the changes that take place in the life of Katie and 
how God uses her to fulfill his promise to the children of Uganda. 
 
 

9.  Do Hard Things by: Alex and Brett Harris (nonfiction) 
 
 
Do Hard Things is the Harris twins' revolutionary message in its purest and most 
compelling form, giving readers a tangible glimpse of what is possible for teens who actively 
resist cultural lies that limit their potential.  Combating the idea of adolescence as a 
vacation from responsibility, the authors weave together biblical insights, history, and 
modern examples to redefine the teen years as the launching pad of life. Then they map out 
five powerful ways teens can respond for personal and social change. 
As you read this book – Taking careful note through the anecdotes, examples, and real-
life stories, be able to explain and elaborate on the five practical ways teens can use 
their youth for a brighter future. 
 
 

10.  Thing Big by: Ben Carson (nonfiction) 
In Think Big, Dr. Ben Carson prescribes his personal formula for success. And who 
could better advise than one who transformed his own life from that of being a ghetto 
kid with problems in school to becoming the most celebrated pediatric neurosurgeon in 
the world? With an acrostic, Dr. Carson spells out his philosophy of living.  Think Big 
does not offer easy answers, or promise a life of ease, but it does show how a person 
should view problems, evaluate them, react to them, and eventually overcome them. 
The philosophy in Think Big can be applied by all individuals to their own lives and 
help them to make the most of the gifts that God has given them. 
As you read this book – List the acrostic that Ben Carson presents throughout the book 
and give text evidence and examples from his life that illustrate each idea. 
 



  
11. Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (Fiction) 

 
 
"Since its immediate success in 1813, Pride and Prejudice has remained one of the most 
popular novels in the English language. Jane Austen called this brilliant work 'her own 
darling child' and its vivacious heroine, Elizabeth Bennet, 'as delightful a creature as ever 
appeared in print.' The romantic clash between the opinionated Elizabeth and her proud 
beau, Mr. Darcy, is a splendid performance of civilized sparring. And Jane Austen's 
radiant wit sparkles as her characters dance a delicate quadrille of flirtation and intrigue, 
making this book the most superb comedy of manners of Regency England."  For more 
details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1885.Pride_and_Prejudice. 
 

 
12. Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom (Fiction) 

 
 
Morrie is an extremely lovable college professor who—in his late sixties—finds out that 
he is dying. The story of his last few weeks on earth is told by Mitch, one of Morrie's 
former students, who happens to bump into him during his final days.  This final class 
(so to speak) consists of discussions about important things: friendship, love, loss, death, 
and so on. As the weeks pass, Morrie's body grows weaker, though he fights every day 
to stay positive for the people he loves. As Mitch watches his friend suffer, his own heart 
gets stronger. He thinks deeply about the things around him, and starts reaching out to 
help take care of Morrie in an effort to show his concern. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10th GRADE STUDENT READING LOG 
  

The Summer Reading Log will be due the FIRST WEEK of school. 
  
Name__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Grade for school year 2021 - 2022___________________________________________________________  
 
Honors class   _____ YES  _____ NO   (check one)  
 
Students must have read the original, unabridged version of each book completely.   
 
Please list below the book (s) you read for the Summer Reading 2021 Session.  
 
I.  Book One - Required for ALL students 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  

Number of pages read _________out of ________________pages 

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  

  

II.  Book Two - Required for English Honors students ONLY* 

*Please note: Students applying for enrollment in honors classes who do not compete TWO summer 
reading assignments will be reassigned to a standard class.  
 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  

Number of pages read _________out of ________________pages 

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  


