
 
8th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST 

  
Basic Requirements:  Students in standard classes must read ONE book from the list.  Students in honors 
classes must read TWO books from the list.  All books will be assessed during the first quarter of school.  The 
summer reading log found at the end of the list is due during the first week of school. 
  
BOOK LIST –  
 
1. Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes  (historical fiction) 
 

Johnny Tremain is a historical novel about a young boy in colonial Boston. Johnny is a 
talented but arrogant silversmith's apprentice whose life is turned upside-down when he 
injures his hand. In time he becomes a messenger boy on horseback for the Sons of Liberty 
and meets most of the famous founding fathers: John Adams, Sam Adams, James Otis, 
Paul Revere, and John Hancock. He becomes a spy for the Sons of Liberty, takes part in the 
Boston Tea Party, and struggles with loss at the battles of Lexington and Concord. 
 
As you read this book – Record how the main character changes as a result of events in his 
life.  Keep track of the page numbers where this information is located. 
 

 
2. Through Gates of Splendor by Elisabeth Elliot (Christian biography) 

 
 
Through Gates of Splendor is the true story of five young missionaries who were savagely 
killed while trying to establish communication with the Auca Indians of Ecuador. The story 
is told through the eyes of Elisabeth Elliot, the wife of one of the young men who was 
killed. 
 
As you read this book – Keep track of each of the five missionaries and be able to describe 
each one and tell why each one is significant to the story.  Keep track of the page numbers 
where you get your information. 
 

 
 
3. The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (Mystery/Historical Fiction)   
 

 
Sherlock Holmes and his partner Dr. Watson confront one of their most difficult cases 
ever.  Is there truly a curse on the old Baskerville estate? Is there truly a ghostly beast 
lurking on the dark, eerie moors? A masterful concoction of plot and mood, this story is 
guaranteed to give you the shivers.   
 
 
As you read this book - Pay special attention to the different characters in the book and 
note their significance to the plot.  Keep track of the page numbers where you found your 
ideas. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
4. Our Town by Thornton Wilder (classic drama) 

 
Through the use of small town characters and the element of simplicity, Thornton Wilder 
creates universal themes about the cycle of life that reign eternal even today. The play Our 
Town tells the story of two simple families, the Gibbs and the Webbs, living in the town of 
Grover's Corners, New Hampshire. In three acts, Wider journeys through the cycle of life, 
from the birth of a new life, all way up to the inevitable. Throughout the play, the reader 
experiences the great milestones in life that they can relate to, such as new life, first love, 
long lasting love, and the effect of death. 
 
As you read this book – Be able to explain some lessons the main character learns, a 
conflict introduced in the story and its resolution, and vivid details about the plot/setting. 

 
 
 
5. Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt (fantasy fiction) 
 

Winnie Foster is an over-protected, 10-year-old Victorian girl who is tired of being the 
center of her mother's and grandmother's attention. The oppressive heat of August, along 
with the oppressiveness of her home, inspires her to run away in search of the "elf music" 
her grandmother has heard from the woods next to the family home since she was a child. 
Lost in the woods, she runs into a teenage boy drinking from a hidden spring. Jesse Tuck 
does not let Winnie drink from the spring, but he and his family kidnap her to prevent her 
from telling anyone about it. Scared and far from home for the first time, Winnie does not 
understand why the family is so afraid of her drinking from the spring.  
As you read this book - Make notes about the pros and cons of living forever from 
Winnie's perspective.  Be ready to explain your notes with evidence and page numbers. 

 
 
 
6. She Said Yes:  The Unlikely Martyrdom of Cassie Bernall (biography) 
 

 
She Said Yes is the true story of the tragedy that took place at Columbine High School on 
April 20, 1999.  It is told by Cassie's mother, Misty Bernall.  Misty details the events that 
took place on the fateful day as well as important lessons that can be learned about standing 
up for one's faith.  The book is both sad and yet inspiring - definitely one all Christians 
should read. 
 
As you read this book  - List in order the events that took place during the Columbine 
shooting.  Apply not only how Cassie felt during each event that took place but also how 
you would feel if placed in a similar situation. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
7. Perelandra by C.S. Lewis    (science fiction) 
 
 

In this second book of CS Lewis's Space Trilogy,  Dr. Ransom  is off on another 
interplanetary adventure, this time to Venus. Instead of finding himself on an `old' planet, 
like he did on Malacandra, he finds that life on Perelandra (Venus) is relatively new; in 
fact, the woman he meets there is still in an `unfallen' state. In other words, she is in a state 
of innocence much like Eve was in the Garden of Eden.  Ransom knows he has been sent to 
Perelandra for a purpose, but he does not know what that purpose is. He soon finds out. 
Weston, his old rival and former captor, shows up on the planet. Ransom soon discovers 
that Weston is possessed by an evil force, and calls him the 'Unman.' He then spends all his 
time trying to protect the woman and keep her from `falling,' so that the fate of the new 
planet will not be like Earth's. 

 
As you read this book - Take note of the main characters and be ready to give descriptions, thoughts, 
statements, fears, and actions about each. 
  



  

  8th GRADE STUDENT READING LOG  
  

The Summer Reading Log will be due the FIRST WEEK of school. 
  
Name__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Grade for school year 2020 - 2021 ___________________________________________________________  
 
Honors class   _____ YES  _____ NO   (check one)  
 
Students must have read the original, unabridged version of each book completely.   
 
Please list below the book (s) you read for the Summer Reading 2020 Session.  
 
I.  Book One - Required for ALL students 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  

Number of pages read _________out of ________________pp.  

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  

  

II.  Book Two - Required for English Honors students ONLY* 

*Please note: Students applying for enrollment in honors classes who do not compete TWO summer 
reading assignments will be reassigned to a standard class.  
 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  

Number of pages read _________out of ________________pp.  

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  

 

 

 


