
11th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST 
  
Basic Requirements:  Students in standard classes must read ONE book from the list.  Students in honors 
classes must read TWO books from the list.  All books will be assessed during the first quarter of school.  The 
summer reading log found at the end of the list is due during the first week of school. 
  
BOOK LIST –  
  
1. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott (Fiction)  
 

 
"Generations of readers young and old, male and female, have fallen in love with the 
March sisters of Louisa May Alcott’s most popular and enduring novel, Little Women. 
Here are talented tomboy and author-to-be Jo, tragically frail Beth, beautiful Meg, and 
romantic, spoiled Amy, united in their devotion to each other and their struggles to survive 
in New England during the Civil War.   Little Women brought Alcott lasting fame and 
fortune, and far from being the "girl’s book” her publisher requested, it explores such 
timeless themes as love and death, war and peace, the conflict between personal ambition 
and family responsibilities, and the clash of cultures between Europe and America."  For 
more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1934.Little_Women. 
 

  
  
2. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee (Biography)  
 

"Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee is Dee Brown's eloquent, fully documented account of 
the systematic destruction of the American Indian during the second half of the nineteenth 
century. A national bestseller in hardcover for more than a year after its initial publication, 
it has sold almost four million copies and has been translated into seventeen languages. 
Using council records, autobiographies, and firsthand descriptions, Brown allows the great 
chiefs and warriors of the Dakota, Ute, Sioux, Cheyenne, and other tribes to tell us in their 
own words of the battles, massacres, and broken treaties that finally left them demoralized 
and defeated. A unique and disturbing narrative told with force and clarity, Bury My Heart 
at Wounded Knee changed forever our vision of how the West was really won."  For more 
details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/76401.Bury_My_Heart 
_at_Wounded_Knee . 

 
 
 
3. Moby Dick by Herman Melville (Fiction)   
  

"It is the horrible texture of a fabric that should be woven of ships' cables and hawsers. A 
Polar wind blows through it, and birds of prey hover over it. 
So Melville wrote of his masterpiece, one of the greatest works of imagination in literary 
history. In part, Moby-Dick is the story of an eerily compelling madman pursuing an 
unholy war against a creature as vast and dangerous and unknowable as the sea itself. But 
more than just a novel of adventure, more than an encyclopedia of whaling lore and 
legend, the book can be seen as part of its author's lifelong meditation on America. 
Written with wonderfully redemptive humor, Moby-Dick is also a profound inquiry into 
character, faith, and the nature of perception."  For more details, visit 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/153747.Moby_Dick_or_the_Whale  



  4. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith (Fiction)                             
 
 
"The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the 
century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled with 
compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and people and 
incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and her bittersweet 
formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired millions of 
readers for more than sixty years."  For more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com 
/book/show/14891 .A_Tree_Grows_in_Brooklyn. 
 
 
 

5. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Autobiography)  
 

"After teaching himself to read and write, Frederick Douglass calmly but dramatically 
recounts the horrors and the accomplishments of his early years—the daily, casual 
brutality of the white masters; his painful efforts to educate himself; his decision to find 
freedom or die; and his harrowing but successful escape.  An astonishing orator and a 
skillful writer, Douglass became a newspaper editor, a political activist, and an eloquent 
spokesperson for the civil rights of African Americans. He lived through the Civil War, 
the end of slavery, and the beginning of segregation. He was celebrated internationally as 
the leading black intellectual of his day, and his story still resonates in ours." For more 
details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/91587.The_Narrative_of_the_Life_ 
of_Frederick_Douglass.   
   

6.   The Pearl by John Steinbeck (Fiction)  
 

"Like his father and grandfather before him, Kino is a poor diver, gathering pearls from 
the gulf beds that once brought great wealth to the kings of Spain and now provide Kino, 
Juana, and their infant son with meager subsistence. Then, on a day like any other, Kino 
emerges from the sea with a pearl as large as a sea gull’s egg, as “perfect as the moon.” 
With the pearl comes hope, the promise of comfort and of security, but the pearl brings 
anything but that. 
A story of classic simplicity, based on a Mexican folk tale, The Pearl explores the secrets 
of man’s nature, greed, the darkest depths of evil, and the luminous possibilities of love."  
For more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5308.The_Pearl. 
 
 

7. The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton (Fiction)  
 
 
 
"The Outsiders is about two weeks in the life of a 14-year-old boy. The novel tells the 
story of Ponyboy Curtis and his struggles with right and wrong in a society in which he 
believes that he is an outsider. According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the 
world: greasers and socs. A soc (short for "social") has money, can get away with just 
about anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, 
always lives on the outside and needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's 
always been proud of it, --until one terrible night when his friend Johnny kills a soc."  For 
more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/231804.The_Outsiders. 
 



  
  
 8. Gifted Hands by Ben Carson (Biography)  
                                  

 
"Gifted Hands by and about Ben Carson, M.D., is the inspiring story of an inner-city kid 
with poor grades and little motivation, who, at age thirty-three, became director of 
pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins University Hospital. Gifted Hands will transplant 
you into the operating room to witness surgeries that made headlines around the world, 
and into the private mind of a compassionate, God-fearing physician who lives to help 
others."  For more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18422. 
Gifted_Hands. 
 
 
 

9. The Magnolia Story by Chip and Joanna Gaines (Biography)  
 
 
"The Magnolia Story is the first book from Chip and Joanna, offering their fans a detailed 
look at their life together. From the very first renovation project they ever tackled 
together, to the project that nearly cost them everything; from the childhood memories that 
shaped them, to the twists and turns that led them to the life they share on the farm today.  
Who are these people? What’s the secret to their success? Are you ready to READ your 
fixer upper?"  For more details, visit https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29483100-
the-magnolia-story). 
 
 

10. Through My Eyes by Tim Tebow (Biography)  
 

"Meet Tim Tebow: He grew up playing every sport imaginable, but football was his true 
passion. Even from an early age, Tim has always had the drive to be the best player and 
person that he could be. Through his hard work and determination, he established himself 
as one of the greatest quarterbacks in the history of college football and as a fan favorite in 
the NFL." He even played for Trinity Christian Academy for a brief season.  "Now, 
in Through My Eyes: A Quarterback's Journey, he shares the behind-the-scenes details of 
his life, both on and off the football field. Tim writes about his life as he chooses to live it, 
revealing how his Christian faith, his family values, and his relentless will to succeed have 
molded him into the person and the athlete he is today." For more details, visit 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9670094-through-my-eyes. 
 

11. Hidden Figures:  The Story of the African-American Women Who Helped Win the Space Race by 
Margot Shetterly (Nonfiction)  
 



 
"Hidden Figures: The Story of the African-American Women Who Helped Win the Space 
Race tells the story of a group of African-American women who, over a period of over 25 
years, made major contributions to the US space program during its golden 
age. Overcoming severe discrimination, these women established themselves as brilliant 
mathematicians and engineers and helped lead the United States to victory in some of the 
pivotal moments of the Cold War-era space race—including John Glenn’s 1962 orbit of 
the Earth and the 1969 Apollo 11 moon landing." For more details, visit 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25953369-hidden-figures. 
 
 

  
  

11th GRADE STUDENT READING LOG 
  

The Summer Reading Log will be due the FIRST WEEK of school. 
  
Name__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Grade for school year 2020 - 2021 ___________________________________________________________  
 
Honors class   _____ YES  _____ NO   (check one)  
 
Students must have read the original, unabridged version of each book completely.   
 
Please list below the book (s) you read for the Summer Reading 2020 Session.  
 
I.  Book One - Required for ALL students 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  

Number of pages read _________out of ________________pp.  

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  

  

II.  Book Two - Required for English Honors students ONLY* 

*Please note: Students applying for enrollment in honors classes who do not compete TWO summer 
reading assignments will be reassigned to a standard class.  
 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  



Number of pages read _________out of ________________pp.  

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  

 


