
10th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST 
  
Basic Requirements:  Students in standard classes must read ONE book from the list.  Students in honors 
classes must read TWO books from the list.  All books will be assessed during the first quarter of school.  The 
summer reading log found at the end of the list is due during the first week of school. 
  
BOOK LIST –  
 
1.  The Count of Monte Cristo by: Alexander Dumas (fiction) 

 
A classic tale of love and revenge, The Count of Monte Cristo is a favorite with students.  
The story is of a young man named Edmund Dantes who is betrayed by his friends and 
sent to a prison fortress where escape is considered impossible.  Through a series of 
events, Edmund manages to escape the prison.  He then sets about to take revenge on each 
of those who betrayed him.  This exciting tale is filled with intrigue, vivid characters, love, 
and wonderful fight scenes. All of these come into play as The Count of Monte Cristo, the 
identity Dantes assumes after he escapes prison and inherits a vast fortune, systematically 
destroys those responsible for his imprisonment. 
Due to the length of this book, the abridged version may be read. 
As you read this book – Note the sequence of events as Edmund Dantes takes revenge on 
those he holds responsible for his imprisonment. 

 
 
2.  Cyrano De Bergerac by Edmond Rostand (drama) 
 

 
 
Set in Paris in the time of the Three Musketeers, this witty play of love and honor features 
the romantic Cyrano, a soldier-poet whose abnormally long nose keeps him from Roxane, 
the one he loves. 
 
As you read this book- Be sure to make a list of the conflicts the main character faces and 
how he deals with each of these challenges. 
 
 
 

 
3.  Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury (fiction) 
 

 
 
For twelve-year-old Douglas Spaulding, summer is a magical and timeless experience, and 
the summer of 1928 is no exception.  From the joys of getting brand-new sneakers and 
picking dandelions with his grandfather, to the mysteries of passing time and inevitable 
aging, Douglas shares the essence of what summer is to a young boy. 
 
As you read this book- Take special note of the adventures with which Douglas gets 
involved and be able to relate them with explanation on their influence on him. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
4.  The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros (fiction) 

 
Sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous, The House on Mango Street tells the 
story of Esperanza Cordero, whose neighborhood is one of harsh realities and harsh 
beauty.  Esperanza doesn’t want to belong—not to her rundown neighborhood, and not to 
the low expectations the world has for her.  Esperanza’s story is that of a young girl 
coming into her power, and inventing for herself what she will become.  Note:  This book 
does discuss sensitive material for teens.  Please read online reviews or email instructor for 
more details. 
 
As you read this book- Be sure to make a list of the conflicts the family faces and how they 
deal with each of these challenges. 
 

 
 
 
5.  The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde (drama) 

 
 
This fast-paced comedy tells the story of Jack Worthing and Algernon Moncrieff, two 
friends who concoct elaborate deceptions to woo the women they love.  As the lies—and 
their ensuing complications—mount, the absurdity of upper-class etiquette becomes 
apparent.   
 
As you read this book- Note the sequence of events the main characters are involved in 
and how they eventually solve their dilemmas. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6. In His Steps by: Charles Sheldon  (inspirational fiction) 
 

 
Although this is a fiction book, it will really challenge you.  The purpose of this book is to 
make you examine how close your priorities are to those of Jesus Christ. The characters in 
this book make a commitment in every situation to ask, “What would Jesus do?”  By 
asking this question, the characters are forced to examine their choices and decisions on 
the basis of what really matters.  This book compels the reader to personally evaluate his 
or her own life and decide how each of us represents Jesus Christ in this world.   
 
As you read this book – Make a note of several Christian principles that are illustrated in 
this book.  Be able to use specific incidents from the book to illustrate each principle.  Be 
sure to keep track of the page numbers where you found your information. 

 
 



 
 

 
7.  Quiet Strength: The Principles, Practices, and Priorities of Winning by: Tony Dungy (autobiography) 

 
Tony Dungy is a well-known NFL coach who led his team to a victory in the Super Bowl.  
Despite this success, Tony Dungy considers his relationship with Jesus Christ the most 
important thing in his life.  In this book, Tony reveals how the Lord has upheld him 
through personal tragedy.  He also discusses how proper priorities are necessary for being 
a winner.  Even though the book centers on coaching and football, there is still the 
message of the importance of living for Christ wherever we are. 
 
As you read this book – Make a list of the character traits that make Tony Dungy a strong 
Christian.  Be able to explain each character trait and give page numbers to show where 
you found your ideas. 
 

 
 
8.  Silas Marner by: George Eliot (fiction) 
 

 
Set in Victorian England, Silas Marner is the tale of a weaver who retreats into a long life 
of isolation after he is wrongly accused of theft.  Years later, embittered and lonely, he 
loses a small fortune and becomes the guardian of an orphaned girl, Eppie.  Eppie grows 
into a charming woman who cares for Silas and helps him find the hope in his life that 
money was never able to bring him.  
 
As you read this book - Be able to identify several of the main conflicts in the story.  
Make sure that you not only can identify the conflict by the characters involved but how 
the conflict was resolved by the author.  Be sure that you make a note of page numbers 
where you found your information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

10th GRADE STUDENT READING LOG  
  

The Summer Reading Log will be due the FIRST WEEK of school. 
  
Name__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Grade for school year 2020 - 2021 ___________________________________________________________  
 
Honors class   _____ YES  _____ NO   (check one)  
 
Students must have read the original, unabridged version of each book completely.   
 
Please list below the book (s) you read for the Summer Reading 2020 Session.  
 
I.  Book One - Required for ALL students 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  

Number of pages read _________out of ________________pp.  

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  

  

II.  Book Two - Required for English Honors students ONLY* 

*Please note: Students applying for enrollment in honors classes who do not compete TWO summer 
reading assignments will be reassigned to a standard class.  
 
  

Book title __________________________________________  

Author _____________________________________________  

Number of pages read _________out of ________________pp.  

Student signature _____________________________________  

Parent signature ______________________________________  


